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DEPARTMENT OF THE ATR FORC
Washington

Office of the Secretary :

Dear Mr. 3peaker:

. There is forwarded herewith a draft of legislation "To authorize
the disposal of the Government—owned long-lines communication facilities
in the State of Alaska, and for other purposest.

This proposal is a part of the Department of Defense Legislative
Program for the 89th Congress. The Bureau of the Budget advises that,
from the standpoint of the Administrationt's program, there is no objection
to the presentation of this proposal for the consigfleration of the Congress.
The Department of the Alr Force has been designated as the representative
of the Department of Defense for this legislation.| This proposed legis-
lation has been coordinated with the Departments of Commerce, Interior,
Justice, and Agriculture, the Federal Aviation Agency, and the Federal
Communications Commission. An identical proposal (H.R. 3614) was intro-
duced in the House of Representatives on February 7, 1963, and referred
to the Committee on Armed Services. It is recommended that this proposal
be enacted by the Congress.

Purpose of the Legislatio

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to authorize the Secretary
of Defense, with the advice, assistance, and consent of the heads of other
agencies of the Government owning long-lines communication facilities in
Alaska, to transfer, for adequate consideration, any element of ownership
of any or all faecilities of Government-owned long~lines communication
facilities in or to Alaska. No transfer could be made unless the Secretary
of Defense, or his designee, determined that retention of the property is
not necessary for national defenge purposes, that the transfer is in the
public interest, and that the facilities would not, directly or indirectly,
be owned, operated, or controlled by a person or business entity who would
legally be disqualified by the Federal Communications Commission from
holding a radio station license under the terms of the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended. A person acquiring any facilities would be required
to provide, without interruption, the communication services involved in
the transfer, and to conduct his operations under the regulatory authority
of the Federal Communications Commission and such Alaska regulatory bodies
as are established.

The United States Government-owned long-lines cammunication facilities
in and to Alaska that are offered for transfer are a jcombination of the
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There will be administrative expenses commected with this di
but at this time 1t is not practicable to sstimate the emownt. T’

Sincerely,

Attachments
Honorable John W. McCormack

Speaker of the House‘of Representatives

IDENTICAL LETTER WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE PRESIDENI‘ OF THE SENATE
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